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This record is a collected works of 10 Niigata-resident musicians with one keyword in their
minds, “Ambient”. Their works are compiled in one disk as one sort of documentary of music

and people that exist in Niigata in the year 2020.

Here by the word “Ambient” we mean not only one musical genre, but broader sense of
ambience. Each artist grasps the word freely as a source of inspiration to create their music for
this compilation album. There are two reasons for that “ambient” is chosen as the keyword for
this record. It is said that the origin of the word ambient music is “musique d'ameublement”.
Erik Satie, a French composer and exponent of musique d'ameublement, is believed to be first
introduced to Japan by a novelist from Niigata, Ango Sakaguchi, in the first issue of his
magazine “Aoi Uma (Blue Horse)” published in May 1931. This fact makes us feel that there is
some connection between ambient music and Niigata, this gives us one reason. Niigata is a
local city in Japan. The city is surrounded by Japan Sea and Echigo Mountains, many unique
lagoons are dotted about the place, rice fields cover the plain land--- Seasons change over this
crossing of nature and urbanism. We felt that living in such environment of Niigata might
affect artists’ creation directly, and looking back to original meaning of ambient music —a kind
of music which was created to fit its surroundings—we came to think that “the music created
by environment of Niigata” could be regarded as ambient music that we, Niigata people feel
some familiarity. This is another reason. The tracks compiled in this album are created by
musicians living in Niigata but from different backgrounds—generations, music career, areas

of their activities.

Masayuki Taguchi has provided music to dance, theater programs and installations, alongside
his own works where he constantly searches for possibilities of new sphere of music using
digital sound synthesizing and algorithm. Pal by Hayato Hiroki presents its creativity in
beautiful musical structures using non-instrumental items and electric sounds. His everyday
life as a farmer gives him sources of inspiration, so do his lifeworks, mountaineering and
collection of environmental sounds. AM-F7 is a unit of Shutaro Hoshino, who has produced
many numbers of healing/relaxation music in accordance with themes such as nature and sleep
since early 2000s under the name of Rumors Ambient Project. From manual techno music to
minimal electrical sound works, this duo Uzu, formed in 1994, shows their uniqueness in both
sound structure and music. Youki Noseyama, who’s been active with the name of Diesel
Guitars or other improvised performance groups in western Japan underground music scene,
came back to Niigata and now mainly produces/performances in his solo project. Noseyama
uses mainly electric guitars that creates primitive metallic feel and beautiful
intermittent/continuous sound. Satoshi Fukusima and his father, a shakuhachi player, Reishu
Fukushima. Satoshi Fukushima studied composing under Masahiro Miwa. Through real -time
sound processing with computers, he has been composing music that interacts with the players
and challenges them at the same time. Satoshi is also a member of a free session unit Mimiz.
DJ Desert aka Tatsuya Saito, who's been in several bands/units since 2010s, always avidly
adopts cutting edge music of the time and creates pop interpretation out of it to make it closer
to current electronic music. Mainly use a sampler SP-404SX for creation, Mevius makes
various type of tracks and constantly drops numerous small music works on Twitter, that range
from beatless noise to meditative ambient. Kamata Yu, who has been working energetically
from early 2000 in various areas from production/performance in many conceptual
bands/units including Haikarahakuti, which he teamed up with his brother, to operation of
independent label Haikara Records. Tokio Hasegawa, carried out artistic activities as a member
of Taj Mahal Travelers with Takehisa Kosugi and others. After he moved to Tokamachi,
Niigata, he works as a director of Mithila Museum which introduces Indian fork art to Japan
and continues to pursue new horizons of music. Here we present richly diverse10 musical
works by 10 talented units. We tried to have things around this album, not only music, created
by hands of Niigata as much as possible. This text of course and its translation, design,
proofreading, sound adjustment and this beautiful cover photo, all was done by Niigata people.
The photo was taken by Yukihiro Yoshihara, a director of Yoshihara Photographer in Shibata,
Niigata. He is not only a photographer but also an artist, who has worked with musicians such
as Robert Ashley, Nam June Paik and Ryuichi Sakamoto in New York/Japan since 1980s. After
coming back to his hometown Shibata he’s been creating video works which is beyond

definition of art to today.

“Ambient” from Niigata, created in Niigata, found only in Niigata. We wish this “Ambient”
grow like waves, small but restlessly continues to future, to reach many listeners and give them

chances to get to know music and people in Niigata.



